
 

📘 Tracing Ancient Footsteps: Konya and 
Pamukkale 

 

Paragraph 1 (Konya) 

Konya, one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, holds a special place 
in Turkish history and spirituality. Known primarily as the home of the 13th-century poet 
and mystic Rumi, the city breathes a gentle sense of devotion and reflection. Walking 
through Konya’s wide boulevards and visiting the Mevlana Museum, where Rumi’s tomb 
lies beneath a turquoise dome, visitors feel transported to an era where poetry and 
philosophy flourished hand in hand. 

 

[photo01] Mevlana Museum in Konya with turquoise dome under blue skies 

 



 

Paragraph 2 (Konya) 

Beyond its spiritual heritage, Konya is also famous for its Seljuk architecture. Ancient 
caravanserais, once bustling hubs for Silk Road merchants, now stand as silent 
reminders of the city's importance in trade and culture. The Alaeddin Mosque, one of 
Turkey’s oldest, sits atop a hill and offers sweeping views of the surrounding plains—a 
fitting symbol for a city where history whispers through every stone. 

 

[photo02] Seljuk-era Alaeddin Mosque and surrounding cityscape 

 



 

Paragraph 3 (Pamukkale) 

Leaving Konya behind, travelers journey west to Pamukkale, known worldwide for its 
surreal white travertine terraces. These naturally formed terraces, created by the flow of 
mineral-rich waters over thousands of years, sparkle under the sun like frozen 
waterfalls. Visitors are often awestruck by the pristine beauty, where turquoise pools 
step down the hillside in delicate layers. 

 

[photo03] Wide view of Pamukkale’s white travertine terraces under sunlight 

 



 

Paragraph 4 (Pamukkale) 

Pamukkale’s beauty is not just skin-deep. Above the terraces lies Hierapolis, an ancient 
Greco-Roman city founded in the 2nd century BCE. Hierapolis served as a healing 
center, drawing people from across the empire who sought relief in its thermal waters. 
Today, crumbling stone archways, a grand theater, and a beautifully preserved 
necropolis invite visitors to imagine life in a city where health, spirituality, and leisure 
intertwined. 

 

[photo04] Ruins of Hierapolis with Roman theater and ancient streets 

 



 

Paragraph 5 (Pamukkale) 

One highlight for modern visitors is the Antique Pool, also called Cleopatra’s Pool. 
Legend has it that the Egyptian queen herself once swam among these warm, 
mineral-rich waters. Broken columns from ancient temples lie scattered beneath the 
surface, making the experience of floating in the pool feel like bathing in living history. 
Whether or not Cleopatra truly visited, the sensation remains magical. 

 

[photo05] Visitors swimming in Cleopatra’s Pool among submerged ancient columns 

 



 

Paragraph 6 (Pamukkale) 

To preserve Pamukkale’s fragile beauty, strict rules govern visitor access. Shoes must 
be removed when walking on the terraces to prevent damage, and only certain 
pathways are open. Despite the regulations, visitors overwhelmingly agree: the chance 
to touch, see, and even wade through one of nature’s most enchanting creations is well 
worth the care it demands. 

 

[photo06] Tourists walking barefoot on designated paths across Pamukkale terraces 

 



 

📘 Vocabulary List 
● Spirituality – the quality of being concerned with the human spirit rather than 

material things 
・Derived: spiritual (adj.), spiritually (adv.) 
・Example: “Konya exudes a sense of deep spirituality.” 

● Caravanserai – an inn with a courtyard for travelers, historically along trade 
routes 
・Derived: caravan (n.) 
・Example: “Ancient caravanserais provided rest for Silk Road merchants.” 

● Travertine – a form of limestone deposited by mineral springs 
・Derived: none common 
・Example: “Pamukkale’s terraces are made of dazzling white travertine.” 

● Necropolis – a large, ancient cemetery 
・Derived: necropolitan (adj.) 
・Example: “The necropolis at Hierapolis tells stories of long-past civilizations.” 

● Thermal – relating to heat, especially from the earth’s interior 
・Derived: thermally (adv.), thermic (adj.) 
・Example: “Hierapolis was famed for its thermal healing waters.” 

● Preserve – to protect and maintain something in its original condition 
・Derived: preservation (n.), preservative (n.) 
・Example: “Strict rules help preserve Pamukkale’s natural beauty.” 

● Awestruck – filled with feelings of wonder and admiration 
・Derived: awe (n.), awesome (adj.) 
・Example: “Visitors often feel awestruck by Pamukkale’s terraces.” 

● Intertwine – to connect or twist together closely 
・Derived: intertwined (adj.) 
・Example: “In ancient Hierapolis, health, spirituality, and leisure intertwined.” 

● Enchanting – delightfully charming or attractive 
・Derived: enchant (v.), enchantment (n.) 
・Example: “The terraces offer an enchanting natural landscape.” 

● Regulation – a rule or directive made to control activities 
・Derived: regulate (v.), regulatory (adj.) 
・Example: “Visitors must follow strict regulations to protect the terraces.” 

 



📗 Day 1 Questions 
(Focus: Konya) 

A. Multiple Choice 
1. Why is Konya considered a spiritual city? 

a. It is a major center for shopping 
b. It is the birthplace of the Ottoman Empire 
c. It is the home of Rumi and Sufi traditions 
d. It is a modern industrial hub 

2. What is a caravanserai? 
a. A religious school 
b. A historical lodging place for travelers 
c. A military fort 
d. A type of mosque 

3. What famous building sits on a hill in Konya? 
a. Mevlana Museum 
b. Alaeddin Mosque 
c. Cleopatra’s Pool 
d. Pamukkale Theater 

4. What was the main purpose of the Silk Road caravanserais? 
a. To entertain royalty 
b. To serve as marketplaces 
c. To offer food and shelter to merchants 
d. To collect taxes 

5. Who is buried under the turquoise dome in Konya? 
a. A Roman emperor 
b. A Seljuk sultan 
c. The poet Rumi 
d. Cleopatra 

 



 

📘 Day 2 Questions 
(Focus: Pamukkale) 

A. Fill in the blanks 
1. Pamukkale’s terraces are made of white __________. 

2. The ancient city located above Pamukkale’s terraces is called __________. 

3. The Antique Pool is also known as __________’s Pool. 

4. __________ rules help protect Pamukkale’s fragile beauty. 

5. Visitors must walk __________ on the travertine terraces. 

 

B. Matching (Options randomized) 

Items 
A. Travertine 
B. Hierapolis 
C. Cleopatra’s Pool 
D. Necropolis 
E. Thermal Waters 

Descriptions 

1. A city famous for healing baths and Roman ruins 

2. Mineral-rich warm waters rising from the earth 

3. An ancient cemetery filled with stone tombs 

4. White limestone formed by mineral deposits 

5. A legendary swimming spot with sunken columns 

 



 

💬 Discussion Prompts 
1. Would you rather explore ancient cities like Hierapolis or swim in natural pools 

like Pamukkale? Why? 

2. How do you think spirituality and history shape a city’s character? 

3. If you visited Pamukkale, would you prioritize photography or simply enjoying the 
experience? 

4. Why do you think it's important to protect natural wonders with strict regulations? 

5. Have you ever visited a place where nature and human history intertwine? 
Describe it. 
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