
Istanbul: A City of Historical Transitions and Modern 
Cultural Fusion 

Paragraph 1 

Istanbul, straddling two continents, has been a crossroads of civilizations for centuries. 
Originally founded as Byzantium, it became Constantinople under Roman Emperor 
Constantine the Great. Each era left its imprint, visible today in the city's architectural 
diversity—from Roman aqueducts to Ottoman mosques.  

 

 



Paragraph 2 

The city's strategic location made it a melting pot of cultures, religions, and languages. 
Traders from Europe and Asia converged here, bringing spices, silk, and ideas. This cultural 
tapestry remains vibrant in Istanbul's markets, cuisine, and daily life. 

 

 



Paragraph 3 

In the 20th century, Istanbul underwent rapid modernization. Skyscrapers and modern art 
galleries emerged alongside historic sites. However, the city managed to retain its historical 
charm, blending the old and new seamlessly. 

 

Paragraph 4 

One prominent symbol of this blend is the Hagia Sophia. Originally a Byzantine cathedral, it 
became an Ottoman mosque and is now a museum. Its architecture reflects layers of history, 
making it a microcosm of Istanbul itself. 

 



Paragraph 5 

Today's Istanbul continues to attract people from around the world. Young entrepreneurs, 
artists, and tourists contribute to its dynamic atmosphere. The city's festivals, music scenes, 
and contemporary art movements coexist with age-old traditions. 

Paragraph 6 

This coexistence can be seen in daily life—where tea vendors use smartphones, and historic 
trams pass trendy cafes. Istanbul remains a living testament to the fusion of history and 
modernity. [photo04]

 

 

 



Comparison Table 

Historical Istanbul Modern Istanbul 

Byzantine & Ottoman architecture Skyscrapers, art galleries 

Traditional bazaars Shopping malls, international brands 

Religious diversity Cosmopolitan, secular society 

Historic transport (trams) Metro, buses, and ferries 

 

Vocabulary List 
1.​ Straddle - 跨る 
2.​ Crossroads - 交差点、交差する場所 
3.​ Civilization - 文明 
4.​ Architectural diversity - 建築の多様性 
5.​ Melting pot - 人種の坩堝 
6.​ Tapestry - 織物、比喩的に多様な要素の融合 
7.​ Modernization - 近代化 
8.​ Microcosm - 小宇宙、縮図 
9.​ Entrepreneur - 起業家 
10.​Coexistence - 共存 

 

Day 1 Questions 
1.​ What were the original and later names of Istanbul? 
2.​ Name two architectural styles visible in Istanbul today. 
3.​ Why was Istanbul considered a melting pot of cultures? 
4.​ What is the Hagia Sophia, and how has its role changed over time? 
5.​ How does modern Istanbul maintain its historical charm? 

 



Day 2 Questions 
1.​ Define "microcosm" and explain how the Hagia Sophia represents this concept.​

 
2.​ According to the article, what role do young entrepreneurs and artists play in 

Istanbul?​
 

3.​ Find an example of how old and new coexist in daily Istanbul life.​
 

4.​ Match the following vocabulary words to their meanings:​
 

○​ Straddle → A. To stand or sit with legs on both sides 
○​ Civilization → B. A developed human society 
○​ Entrepreneur → C. A person who starts a business 

 

Discussion Prompts 
1.​ How do you think Istanbul’s history influences its current cultural identity? 
2.​ Do you believe it is possible for other cities to blend history and modernity as 

successfully as Istanbul? Give examples. 
3.​ How would you feel living in a city that constantly balances tradition with innovation? 
4.​ What aspects of Istanbul would you most like to experience during your trip? 
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